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He shrewdly refrained from any attempt to de-
fend the capture of the Grange by LyAmbuscade
in Delaware Bay. "The learned conclusions of
the Attorney-General of the United States, and
the declarations of the American Government,
have been on this subject the rule of my conduct.
I have caused the prize to be given up." But he
stood firm on rights secured by the treaty. "As
long as the States, assembled in Congress, shall
not have determined that this solemn engagement
should not be performed, no one has the right to
shackle our operations, and to annul their effect,
by hindering those of our marines who may be in
the American ports, to take advantage of the
commissions which the French Government has
charged me to give to them, authorizing them to
defend themselves, and fulfill, if they find an
opportunity, all the duties of citizens against the
enemies of the State."
This was using an argument borrowed from
Jefferson's abundant stock of constitutional limi-
tations. Genet was, of course, advised of the
dissensions in the Cabinet. He was on such con-
fidential terms with Jefferson that he talked freely
about the projected raid on Louisiana. Jefferson
noted in his diary that "he communicated these